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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Monte L. Falcoff (Reg. No. 37,617) on 01/19/04. 

3. The application has been amended as follows: 

Claim 1 , line 7, -- , the enlarged section of the fastener having at least four 
substantially flat faces circumferentially located around a longitudinal centerline 
of the fastener, and the fastener also having another section, of a different shape 
than the enlarged section, coaxially aligned with the enlarged section. - have 
been inserted after "the stud". 

Claim 4, line 1 , - another - has been inserted after "wherein the"; line 2, "has at 
least four substantially flat faces circumferentially located around a longitudinal 
centerline of the fastener, and the fastener also has a" has been replaced - is -; and 
lines 4 and 5, "section coaxially aligned with the enlarged section" has been deleted. 

Claim 10, line 1, - assembly - has been replaced "stud'; lines 6-8, "a neck 
located between the threaded segment and the shoulder, the neck being of a reduced 
peripheral distance as compared to the threaded segment and the shoulder;" have been 
deleted; line 11, "and" has been deleted; and line 15, - ; and a fastener removably 
secured to the threaded segment, the fastener having an enlarged section 
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operably enclosing at least a portion of the shoulder of the stud, the enlarged 
section of the fastener having at least four substantially flat faces 
circumferentially located around a longitudinal centerline of the fastener, and the 
fastener also having another section, of a different shape than the enlarged 
section, coaxially aligned with the enlarged section. - have been inserted after 
"electricity 1 . 

Claim 1 1 , line 1 , - assembly - has been replaced "stud'. 
Claim 12, line 1, -- assembly - has been replaced "stud'. 
Claim 13, line 1, - assembly - has been replaced "stud'. 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

None of the reference discloses the fastener having an enlarged section operably 
enclosing a portion of the shoulder of the stud, the enlarged section of the fastener 
having at least four substantially flat faces and the fastener also having another section 
of a different shape than the enlarged section, in combination with the other claimed 
elements of the embodiments recited. 

5. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thanh-Tarn T. Le whose telephone number is (703) 
306-571 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5:00. 

7. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynn Feild can be reached on (703) 308-2710. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

8. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
1782. 

9. Any correspondence to this action may be mailed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
Post Office Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 2231 3-1 450 

10. For additional information regarding this new address, which was effective May 
1 , 2003, see Correspondence with the United States Patent and Trademark Office, 68 
Fed. Reg. 14332 (March 25, 2003). 

11. Or faxed to: 703-308-7722 or 308-7724 (informal or draft communications should 
be clearly labeled "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 

12. Hand-delivered responses should be brought to: 

Crystal Plaza 4, Fourth Floor (receptionist) 
2201 South Clark Place, Arlington, Virginia 


TL. 

01/20/04. 



